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The proper use of quinine as a prophylactic against malarious dis-
ease is so important a topic at the present time, that we feel ourselves
under special obligation to the Surgeon-General for the use of the fol-
lowing letter from one of the elders of the profession, the venerable
Dr. Mussey. We took occasion last week to notice somewhat at
length Dr. Bogers's valuable pamphlet on the subject, thinking it
might fall under the eye of some one of our army surgeons who might
derive profit from his suggestions. Dr. Mussey's letter is equally
valuable, and we avail ourselves of the privilege of printing it with
much pleasure.

"Littleton, Mass., Aug. 20, 1862.
" My dear Sir,—Within the last few days, the quota of men requir-

ed of this township towards the 300,000 has been made up by enlist-
ment rather than by drafting, and I feel no small sympathy for these
patriots, one half of whom, 1 am told, are married men ; and the liabili-
ties they, with thousands of others of a like description from the old
Bay State, will incur from leaving a pure atmosphere and entering
one loaded with miasm, impel me to make a suggestion by way of in-
quiry. Can the quinine be furnished in sufficient quantily for all our

troops ? It is generally understood to be a prophylactic of miasmatic
fever ; and it is said to be safe to economize it so far as to give only
two grains a day to each man. Dr. Mears, of Indianapolis, made
what he regarded as a valuable experiment with quinia when malari-
ous fever was very prevalent within the range of his professional visi-
tations. He took twelve grains of sulphate of quinia every Monday
morning—rode night and day in a highly concentrated miasmatic at-
mosphere, and had uninterrupted health. This he continued through
the warm season, and the epidemic having greatly abated as the cool
season advanced, I think it was in November, he omitted his quinine.
In about two weeks he had a regular attack of the fever. In Hays's
Journal, either in 1860 or 1861 (I have not the volumes here), a phy-
sician of Charleston, S. C, Dr. DeSaussure, has given an interesting
paper on the power of quinine as a prophylactic against the poison
of miasm.

"In the Chicago Medical Examiner for June, 1862, there is an ex-
tract from the Edinburgh Medical Journal, in which the author, Dr.
Adamson, says that he has employed with success the sesquicarbo-
nate of ammonia with the liquor arsenicalis in cases which had long
resisted quinine ; that he had treated ten cases with this combination
alone, all successful—seven quartan, one tertian, two quotidian.

"His formula is—R. Sesquicarb. ammon., grs. v., dissolved in §i.
of water, with the addition of five minims of liquor arsenicalis. All
this given at a dose, and ' repeated every two or every three hours ac-

cording to the frequency of the paroxysms.' No unpleasant effects,
save some degree of griping in one patient, and itching of the eye-
lids in three.

"I remember that the late Dr. Sewall, of Washington, D. C,
brought himself into notoriety soon after he commenced practice there,
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by using the arsenical solution in miasmatic fever. I think that he re-
lied upon it as the principal if not the sole remedy.

" If our New England men could go South provided with a change
of flannel waistcoats and drawers, woolen socks, thick-soled shoes or
boots, and be supplied with coffee or tea, and good water instead of
alcoholic mixtures, they might well sustain themselves in conflict with
any men at the South, especially if led by officers whose brains are
not bewildered by anything worse than coffee. The soldiers at Rich-
mond, if deprived of their spirit ration to save their breadstuff's from
distillation, will be far more formidable in a prolonged fight than they
have been.

"Now, my dear Sir, if you regard what I have said as an intrusion,
or if I have said nothing but what has been well known and acted
upon in Massachusetts, then please to lay it to the account of the so-
licitude of an old man for his country and for the brave sons of New
England. Very respectfully yours, R. D. Müsset.

"Dr. Dale, Surg. Gen. of Mass."
In a subsequent letter Dr. Mussey says :—
" My dear Sir,—I thank you for the kind and prompt notice of my

remarks. It is gratifying to learn that our soldiers are adequately
provided with the quinine. I see in the Boston Medical Journal of
this week, a notice of Dr. S. Rogers's pamphlet on the protective vir-
tue of this medicine against miasmatic fever, in which he recommends
larger doses than by others have been said to be necessarj'. Is it not
probable that different quantities of the antidote would be required in
a proportion corresponding with the degree of concentration of the
atmospheric poison ? "

_

Oakum as a Substitute for Lint, in Gun-Shot and other Suppu-
rating Wounds.—Dr. Lewis A. Sayre, Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital,
New York, writes as follows to the Editor of the American Times, on
a subject which at present possesses peculiar interest.

" 1 have for many years past been in the habit of using picked
oakum, in all cases of suppurating wounds, particularly in connection
with opened joints, where the suppuration is excessive. The great
number of gunshot wounds now in Bellevue Hospital, where I use it
entirely to the exclusion of lint, has furnished an opportunity for a
number of army surgeons to examine its advantages, and they have
requested me to make the subject more generally known to the profes-
sion through the medium of your valuable medical journal.

" One of the objects of lint applied to a suppurating wound, is to
absorb the discharge ; now as most of the lint is composed either en-

tirely or in great part of cotton, it acts more like a tampon, or a retainer
of the secretions, than as an absorber.

" If you will take a bale of cotton and immerse it in the river for
one month, or even longer, and then remove it, you will find on

opening it that the cotton in the centre of the bale is perfectly
dry, thus proving that it cannot be soaked through any great thick-
ness, or that it will not absorb moisture. So, when placed over a

suppurating wound and left for some hours, it will be found perfectly
dry except at the point of contact : acting, in fact, like a bung in a

barrel, or a cork in a bottle—to prevent the escape of the pus—which
necessarily burrows in different directions, thus forming extensive
abscesses, and adding greatly to the danger of the patient ; and when
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removed, the pus will gush out in large quantities. Now, if you place
picked oakum over these same wounds, you will find after the same
number of hours, that the oakum is perfectly saturated with pus, and
the wound itself almost perfectly dry and clean—the oakum acting
like a syphon, and discharging the contents of the abscess by capilla-
ry attraction. It is necessary to place under the wound a piece of
India-rubber cloth, or oiled muslin, for the sake of cleanliness ; and in
case of much inflammation, by simply wetting the oakum in cold
water, and wrapping the oiled muslin around the limb, or wounded
part, so as to exclude the air, you have at once the neatest and most
comfortable poultice that can be applied to it. In gunshot wounds,
which go through and through a limb, particularly if made with the
' Minié ball,' the whirl or screw of the ball entangles in its thread
the muscular fibres and cellular tissue, and separates them from
their attachments for a long distance from the real track of the ball
itself.

" As the muscle and tegumentary tissues are more freely supplied
with blood-vessels than the fat and cellular tissue, the consequence is
that they begin to granulate much more readily than those other tis-
sues, and will thus often close up the wound, and prevent the free
escape of pus, before those parts have perfectly healed, and thus lead
to the formation of extensive secondary abscesses. I, therefore, in
all cases where no blood-vessels prevent it, pass an eyed probe
through the wound and draw through it a few fibres of the oakum
or tarred rope, which keeps it perfectly free, and the tar is a very ex-
cellent antiseptic, and removes all unpleasant odor.

" A few fresh fibres are twisted on the end of the seton at every
dressing and drawn into the wound, and the soiled piece cut off and
removed with the dressings.

" Another great advantage which the oakum possesses over lint,
which in these times of heavy taxation is not to be overlooked, is its
cheapness. Lint at the present time costs from $1.25 to 1.35 per
pound, whereas the finest picked oakum can be obtained at the ' Em-
pire Oakum Works,' No. 149 West 39th street, for ten cents per
pound. And if it were universally adopted in the army it would save

many thousand of dollars to the Government, and I confidently be-
lieve the life of many a soldier. And no surgeon who has once used
it will ever resort to lint again—particularly if the lint is made of
cotton."

Exemption of Fellows of the Massachusetts Medical Society from
Military Duty.—It has been decided by the proper authorities that
the members of the Massachusetts Medical Society are exempted from
draft, by their charter, one section of which reads—" The Fellows of
the Society shall not be liable to be enrolled or mustered in the militia
of this Commonwealth."

It will be well, however, for any Fellow whose name is likely to be
taken by the enrolling officers, to exhibit at the proper time to the
" Commissioners to determine claims of exemption," the evidence he
has that he is a member of the Massachusetts Medical Society. Such
a course will prevent all subsequent misunderstanding or trouble.

Venomous Caterpillars.—A most singular case, perhaps the only
one on record, of death caused by caterpillars, occurred a few days
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ago in the commune of Dardilly, near Lyons. A little boy, not more
than eight years old, had gone into a neighboring wood in quest of
birds' nests. Perceiving one on the top of a tree, he climbed up ; but
in so doing shook down an immense number of caterpillars, many of
which fell on his shirt, his only upper garment, and soon covered his
breast, which was bare, and penetrated to his arms and shoulders.
For a few minutes the child took no notice of this ; but he soon felt
such an itching sensation, that he was compelled to get down, and
run home for assistance. Upon examination, his skin appeared cover-
ed with large red spots, which were soon followed by a general swell-
ing, then by fever, somnolency, and delirium ; and, notwithstanding
all medical care, death ensued in the course of a few hours. The kind
of caterpillar which caused this disaster was the Bombyx processionea
of Reaumur, a very venomous species. Botanists know that if a nest
of these insects be touched, or only stirred up with a stick, the person
so doing, and remaining for some time near the spot, within reach of
the emanations arising therefrom, will be attacked with a papulous
eruption of a more or less confluent nature, which will last several
days, and be attended with violent itching. Dr. Calmell, physician
to the Hospital at Charenton, had preserved a nest of these caterpillars
in a large glass phial, which was not opened for upwards often years.
At length, the phial being accidentally wanted, it was opened in the
presence of several persons, who all caught the eruption. This strange
property has even suggested to several members of the faculty the
idea of using these caterpillars in cases in which it is required to sub-
ject the skin to a strong and permanent irritation. We may remark,
in conclusion, that the number of caterpillars which infest the trees
this year all over France, is quite unprecedented—a circumstance
which has called the attention of the authorities and of various learned
societies to the question of protecting insectivorous birds, the only
really efficacious enemies of the caterpillar.— Galignani's Messenger.

A correspondent of the London Lancet relates a similar case in his
practice, though fortunately not fatal—the caterpillar in this case

being, as the writer calls it, " of the sort called the woolly-bear."
The eruption resembled that of urticaria, became vesicular, and was
attended with much constitutional disturbance.

St. Mary's Hospital, San Francisco.—This institution has justbeen opened by the Sisters of Mercy. " The building," says the
Medical Press of that city, " is most admirably located, on the corner
of Bryant and First streets, on a beautiful slope, overlooking the Bay,
to the south and east. It is 75 by 150 feet on the ground, and four
stories high ; divided into twelve large and commodious general
wards, and a like number of smaller wards ; all fitted up in the best
modern style, with every improvement calculated to make it compare
favorably with the best hospitals in other cities. The Hospital is un-
der the professional charge of Dr. Lee, as Resident, and Drs. Bowie,
Toland and Whitney, as Visiting Physicians and Surgeons. An insti-
tution thus located, arranged and attended, must, in the nature of
things, afford valuable opportunities for the practical study of medi-
cine and surgery, and we have the assurance that these advantages
are to be realized by the opening of the wards and operating room
to practitioners and students of Medicine, and the generous politeness
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with which its medical officers explain cases at the bedside and ope-
rating table."

_

Supplementary Mammíe.—Dr. Turner, of Newport, R. I., reports
the following case, published in the annual " Communications" of the
Bhode Island Medical Society.

" On the 2d of March, 1860, I attended Mrs. T-, in her first
labor. Nothing noticeable occurred in the progress of the case, but
coincident with the appearance of the milk in the mammae, two glands
in the axillas (one in each) became enlarged, and secreted a sensible
quantity of milk ; so much, that a decided stream could be impelled to
a considerable distance. There was no nipple or areola, and the largest
of the glands was of the size of a large shell-bark, the other somewhat
less. Dr. Hare speaks of the case he observed, as a detached portion
of the mammary gland ; mine, on the contrary, gave me the impres-
sion of distinct supplementary mamma. Dr. Hare also speaks as if
the case was of rare occurrence, and I do not recollect seeing any
other similar record. In my case, the effort for symmetry, generally
indicated, seemed to have prevailed."

Dr. H. S. Johnson, of Stoke-upon-Trent, mentions, in a late number
of the London Lancet, the case of a woman with three breasts, the su-

pernumerary one being just below the left mamma, and after confine-
ment was found to be two and a half inches in diameter and full of milk.
Before pregnancy it resembled a mole.

A Mode of Administering Cod-Liver Oil.—Many persons are un-
able to keep down cod-liver oil, returning it several hours after taking
it, even when they have taken it at the beginning of a meal, and
strange enough, only vomiting it after the digestion of the aliments
has terminated. M. Dannecy having been consulted by many incon-
venienced in this manner, and who yet swallowed the oil without any
repugnance, recommended them to take after each dose from eight to
ten grains of calcined magnesia suspended in a small quantity of water.
The success of the planwasmost complete.— Union Médicale, No. 153.

Births and Deaths in Paris during 1860.—There were born in the
arrondissements in 1860, 51,056 individuals, and 41,261 deaths took
place during the year, giving an access of births over deaths of 9"i59.
Among the 51,056 children born, 14,092 were illegitimate. During the
year seven persons died, aged between 95 and 100.

Use of Chloroform in Midwifery Practice.—Professor Martin, of
Jena, as the result of observation in nearly 1000 cases, comes to the
following conclusions :—1. Narcosis is induced very easily during
childbirth, from a half to a drachm of chloroform usually sufficing.
2. The chloroform induces no unfavorable symptoms, nor exerts any
ill effect upon the activity of the pains, which at most are slightly
weakened at first. 3. Ill consequences do not succeed to the admin-
istration, providing the sleep which usually follows the narcosis, and
during which the elimination of the chloroform seems to take place,
be not disturbed. The favorable effects thus observed, Dr. Martin
attributes to his mode of procedure—viz., commencing with small
quantities of chloroform poured upon a small handkerchief, and so

presented to the patient's mouth and nostrils that she may continue to
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breathe atmospheric air while inhaling the chloroform,—Medical Times
and Gazette, from Froriep's Notizen, Vol. iv., No. 22.

A Board of Health has been established in the city of Sacramento,
California, and a Constitution adopted by the Board, and published.
The Pacific Medical and Surgical Journal advocates the establishment
of a similar Board in San Francisco, the sanitary regulations of which
city are represented as very deficient.

At the Fourth Commencement of the Medical Department of the
University of the Pacific, held March 13, 1862, the degree of M.D.
was conferred upon five candidates. The number of graduates of this
school are as follows :—Two the first session, one the second, six the
third, and five the fourth. The daily attendance, during the last ses-

sion, was almost twice as large as ever before.
Dr. S. Norton, of Wateringbury, Eng., writes to the Editor of the

Lancet that a woman in his neighborhood, now aged 74, still continues
perfectly regular in her catamenial periods.

Books of the Sydenham Society.—The members of the Sydenham
Society are informed that the Sydenham books for the year have
arrived, and may be had on application at No. 1 Staniford street.

Notice.—We are requested to announce that the Forty-fifth part of
Braithwaite's Retrospect was mailed on the 21st inst. from this office,
to all members of the Massachusetts Medical Society residing out of the
city proper, whose names are on the Treasurer's book as having paid
their assessments. Members who have paid, and have not received
the part, are requested to forward their vouchers, addressed to tho
Librarian, at the office of the Medical and Surgical Journal, and the
work will be sent by return mail. Vols. 23 and 24 of the Library
of Practical Medicine will be sent by mail to members who have
not received them, and are entitled to the same, on receipt of the post-
age (18 cents), or by express, on application at the office of this
Journal.

VITAL STATISTICS OF BOSTON.
For the Week ending Saturday, August 23d, 1862

DEATHS.

Males. Females Total.
Deaths during theweek,. 45 40 85
Average Mortality of the corresponding weeks of the ten years, 1851-1861, 54.8 50.6 105.4
Average corrected to increasedpopulation,.- • •. 120.4
Deaths of persons above90,.

-
•

1 1

Mortality from Prevailing Diseases.
Phthisis. | Choi. Inf. I Croup. I Scar. Fev. I Pneumonia. I Yariola. I Dysentery. I Typ. Fev. I Diphtheria.

14 15 | 0 | 3 2 0 | 3 1 0

Books and Pamphlets Received.—The Transactions of the New Hampshire Medical Society—(Seventy-
first Anniversary).—Communications of the Rhode Island Medical Society, for 1862. ^ j

Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, August 23d, 85. Males, 45—Females, 40.—
Accidents, 2—inflammation of the bowels, 1—disease of the brain, 3—bronchitis, 2—cholera infantum, 15— 
cholera raorbus, 2—consumption, 14—convulsions, 3—cyanosis, 1—debility, 1—diarrhoea, 7—dropsy of the
brain, 1—dysentery, 3—scarlet fever, 3—typhoid fever, 1—gastritis, 1—haemorrhage, 1—disease of the
heart, 3—infantile disease, 1—intemperance, 2—disease of the liver, 1—congestion of the lungs, 2—inflam-
mation of the lungs, 2—marasmus, 4—old age, 2—paralysis, 1—premature birth, 1—unknown, 4—whoop-
ing cough, 1.

Under 5 years of age, 42—between 5 and 20 years, 4—between 20 and 40 years, 25—between 40 and 60/
years, 4—above 60 years, 10. Born in the united States, 56—Ireland, 26—other placea, 3.
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